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Abstract 

A case report of cyclopia is presented 
with a short discussion. 

Introduction 

Cyclopia derives its name from a mythi­
cal race of �g�i�a�n�t�~�w�i�t�h� a single median eye 
fabled to inhabit Sicily (Duke Elder, 
1964). It is a congenital malformation of _ 
rare occurrence. Very few cases have 
been reported till now. 

CASE REPORT 

A female child weighing 1. 7 Kgm. was born 
in October, 1979, of a normal delivery at State 
Zenana Hospital, Jaipur. Maternal history re­
vealed a full term uneventful pregnancy with 
no illness, no drug intake and no irradiation. 
Previous obstetric history revealed two abor­
tions. There is no history of any congenital 
malformation in the family. Mother was physi­
cally ncrmal. Child developed few respiratory 
movements eventually she expired in about 20 
minutes. 

EXAMINATION 

Examination of the child revealed a crescen­
tic eye in the centre of the forehead. The 
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cornea was clear, iris was visible and the lens 
transparent. There was a thick mas of tissue 
all around the eye with thin hairs over it re­
presenting the eyelids and eyelashes. The 
interior of the eye could not be examined. 
Below the eye was an incompletely developed 
frontonasal process which protruded down­
wards. There was no nose and no mouth. Both 
the ears were well developed and were meeting 
in the midline. The mandible was absent (Fig. 
1). The umbilical arteries were two in number. 
No other abnormality was detected. The cord 
and the placenta were normaL Post mortem of 
the child was refused by the parents. 

Disc-ussion 

The condition in which the elements of 
the two eyes are completely or partially 
fused to fo;rm an apparently single eye in 
the middle of the forehead is also associ­
ated with anomalies of the anterior part of 
the brain and mesodermal structures in 
the midline. It is incompatible with life. 
Complete fusion of the two globes is rare 
(cyclopia). Partial fusion wherein some 
or all of the ocular structures are paired 
within a single globe is termed synoph­
thalmos (Duke Elder. 1964). 

Our case resembles externally cases 
reported by Gartner (1917) and Sarma 
(1956). Such cases have been described 
to bridge the gap between apropos and 
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CYCLOPIA 

classical cyclopia. Apropos is a complete 
failure of development of most of the 
b-rain and face i.e. the eyes, nose and 
mouth are absent and misshappen ears 
are the only feature of the head. Fortu­
nately it is rare in human beings (Duke 
Elder, 1964). 
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